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LITERARY STUDIES

New in 
2024

New in 
2024

The War Comes with You
Enduring War in Life, Fiction, and Fantasy

STACEY PEEBLES

How do we tell twenty-first-century war stories  
when the wars seem to go on forever?

6 X 9 • 194 PAGES • 8 B&W ILLUS.
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-515-2 • $28.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-514-5 • $114.99
EBOOK • $28.99

Bodies in the Middle
Black Women, Sexual Violence, 

 and Complex Imaginings of Justice
MAYA HISLOP

A probing analysis of Black women's attempts  
to pursue justice for sexual-violence victims  
within often hostile social and legal systems

6 X 9 • 196 PAGES • 9 B&W ILLUS.
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-489-6 • $29.99
HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-488-9 • 114.99

EBOOK • $29.99

Cultures of Resistance 
Courtney R. Baker, Tyina Steptoe, and Qiana Whitted, series editors

New in 
2024

Southern Strategies
Narrative Negotiation in an Evangelical Region

MICHAEL ODOM

A study of how literary strategies illuminate  
the evangelical foundation of Southern culture

6 X 9 • 184 PAGES
HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-465-0 • $44.99

EBOOK • $44.99

https://uscpress.com/The-War-Comes-with-You
https://uscpress.com/Bodies-in-the-Middle
https://uscpress.com/Southern-Strategies
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LITERARY STUDIES

From Chinese Cosmology to 
English Romanticism

The Intricate Journey of a Monistic Idea
YU LIU

A culturally sensitive and rewarding new understanding  
of the cross-cultural interaction between China and Europe

6 X 9 • 264 PAGES • 12 B&W ILLUS.
HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-380-6 • $44.99

EBOOK • $44.99
East-West Encounters in Literature and Cultural Studies 

Paul Allen Miller, Bennett Yu-Hsiang Fu, and Chi-she Li, series editors

A joint publication from the University of South Carolina Press  
and the National Taiwan University Press

Light and Legacies
Stories of Black Girlhood and Liberation

JANAKA BOWMAN LEWIS 

An engaging examination of Black Girl Magic  
and its significance in American literature

6 X 9 • 174 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-386-8 • $32.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-385-1 • $114.99
EBOOK • $32.99

Cultures of Resistance 
Courtney R. Baker, Tyina Steptoe, and Qiana Whitted, series editors

New in 
2024

Honorable and  
Brilliant Labors

Orations of William Gilmore Simms
EDITED BY JOHN D. MILLER

A primary source collection that offers a window  
into the mind of nineteenth-century author 

and public intellectual, William Gilmore Simms

6 X 9 • 324 PAGES
HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-483-4 • $59.99

OPEN ACCESS EBOOK • $0.00

https://uscpress.com/From-Chinese-Cosmology-to-English-Romanticism
https://uscpress.com/Light-and-Legacies
https://uscpress.com/Honorable-and-Brilliant-Labors
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LITERARY STUDIES

Harry Potter and Beyond
On J. K. Rowling's Fantasies and Other Fictions

TISON PUGH

An illuminating study of Rowling's novels that broke new 
ground while adhering to traditional narrative formulas

6 X 9 • 168 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-087-4 • $21.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-086-7 • $114.99
EBOOK • $21.99

Citizenship on Catfish Row
Race and Nation in American Popular Culture

GEOFFREY GALT HARPHAM

A radical reinterpretation of three controversial works  
that illuminate racism and national identity  

in the United States

5.5 X 8.5 • 184 PAGES • 19 B&W ILLUS.
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-328-8 • $29.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-327-1 • $114.99
EBOOK • $29.99

Embracing Vocation
Cormac McCarthy's Writing Life, 1959–1974

DIANNE C. LUCE

Revelations on craft from a foundational scholar  
of Cormac McCarthy

6 X 9 • 336 PAGES • 10 B&W ILLUS.
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-355-4 • $34.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-354-7 • $114.99
EBOOK • $34.99

https://uscpress.com/Harry-Potter-and-Beyond
https://uscpress.com/Citizenship-on-Catfish-Row
https://uscpress.com/Embracing-Vocation
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LITERARY STUDIES

In Dogs We Trust
An Anthology of American Dog Literature

Edited by JACOB F. RIVERS III  
and JEFFREY MAKALA

A grand anthology that celebrates the many  
sterling virtues of the canine species

6 X 9 • 312 PAGES • 10 B&W ILLUS.
HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-966-8 • $34.99

EBOOK • $34.99

The Radiance of Small Things 
in Ron Rash's Writing

FRÉDÉRIQUE SPILL

An examination of the writer's use of sensory detail  
to illuminate beauty in dreary situations

6 X 9 • 296 PAGES
HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-019-5 • $54.99

Bodily Evidence
Racism, Slavery, and Maternal Power  

in the Novels of Toni Morrison
GENEVA COBB MOORE

An exploration into the Nobel Prize-winning author's  
use of parody, semiotics, and allegory to portray  

Black life in the United States

6 X 9 • 114 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-100-0 • $19.99

EBOOK • $19.99

https://uscpress.com/In-Dogs-We-Trust
https://uscpress.com/The-Radiance-of-Small-Things-in-Ron-Rashs-Writing
https://uscpress.com/Bodily-Evidence
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LITERARY STUDIES

Male Poets and the  
Agon of the Mother

Contexts in Confessional and 
Postconfessional Poetry

HANNAH BAKER SALTMARSH 
Foreword by JO GILL

A thoughtful exploration of male poets' contributions 
to the literature of motherhood

6 X 9 • 244 PAGES
HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-968-2 • $59.99

EBOOK • $59.99

Resurrecting  
Leather-Stocking

Pathfinding in Jacksonian America
BILL CHRISTOPHERSEN

An examination of author James Fenimore Cooper's  
complex portrayal of frontier America

6 X 9 • 312 PAGES
HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-960-6 • $54.99

EBOOK • $54.99

Jesting in Earnest
Percival Everett and Menippean Satire

DEREK C. MAUS

A critical analysis of Percival Everett's oeuvre  
through the lens of Menippean satire

6 X 9 • 192 PAGES
HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-962-0 • $44.99

OPEN ACCESS EBOOK • $0.00

https://uscpress.com/Male-Poets-and-the-Agon-of-the-Mother
https://uscpress.com/Resurrecting-Leather-Stocking
https://uscpress.com/Jesting-in-Earnest
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NEW IN PAPERBACK

Understanding  
Gish Jen

With a New Preface
JENNIFER ANN HO

An examination of the writer's major works focused on 
immigration, assimilation, individualism, and relationships 

as part of the American experience

6 X 9 • 152 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-423-0 • $21.99
Understanding Contemporary American Literature 

Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

Understanding  
Etheridge Knight

With a New Preface
MICHAEL S. COLLINS

An illuminating study of the complex life  
and works of a Black poet

6 X 9 • 178 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-439-1 • $21.99

Understanding Contemporary American Literature 
Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

New in 
2025

Hemingway's Brain
With a New Preface

ANDREW FARAH

A forensic psychiatrist's corrective and innovative diagnosis 
of the conditions that led to Ernest Hemingway's suicide

6 X 9 • 220 PAGES • 18 B&W ILLUS.
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-591-6 • $24.99

EBOOK • $24.99

https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Gish-Jen-updated-edition
https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Etheridge-Knight-updated-edition
https://uscpress.com/Hemingways-Brain-updated-edition
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NEW IN PAPERBACK

Understanding  
David Mamet

With a New Preface
BRENDA MURPHY

A new preface covers Mamet's most recent plays  
and nonfiction writing

6 X 9 • 160 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-382-0 • $21.99
Understanding Contemporary American Literature 

Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

Understanding  
Philip K. Dick

ERIC CARL LINK

A guide to the fantastic world of a science fiction legend

5 X 7 • 192 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-345-5 • $21.99

HARDCOVER (2009) • 978-1-57003-855-6 • $114.99
EBOOK • $21.99

Understanding Contemporary American Literature 
Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

Understanding  
Sam Shepard

With a New Preface
JAMES A. CRANK

An ideal introduction into the complex and compelling 
dramas of the acclaimed playwright

6 X 9 • 152 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-373-8 • $21.99
Understanding Contemporary American Literature 

Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

https://uscpress.com/Understanding-David-Mamet-updated-edition
https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Philip-K-Dick
https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Sam-Shepard-updated-edition
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UNDERSTANDING CONTEMPORARY 
AMERICAN LITERATURE

Understanding  
Hunter S. Thompson

KEVIN J. HAYES

An insightful guide to the life and literary career  
of gonzo journalist Hunter S. Thompson

6 X 9 • 174 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-570-1 • $21.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-538-1 • $114.99
EBOOK • $21.99

Understanding Contemporary American Literature 
Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

New in 
2025

New in 
2025

New in 
2025

Understanding  
Octavia E. Butler

KENDRA R. PARKER

New insights into the work of an acclaimed  
science fiction author

6 X 9 • 200 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-577-0 • $21.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-576-3 • $114.99
EBOOK • $21.99

Understanding Contemporary American Literature 
Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

Understanding  
Lynn Nottage

JENNIFER L. HAYES

The first comprehensive study of the two-time  
Pulitzer-winning playwright

6 X 9 • 114 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-510-7 • $21.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-509-1 • $114.99
EBOOK • $21.99

Understanding Contemporary American Literature 
Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Hunter-S-Thompson
https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Octavia-E-Butler
https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Lynn-Nottage
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UNDERSTANDING CONTEMPORARY 
AMERICAN LITERATURE

Understanding  
Michael S. Harper

MICHAEL ANTONUCCI

A fresh examination of Harper's body of work as  
an archive of Black life, thought, and culture

6 X 9 • 170 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-400-1 • $21.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-399-8 • $114.99
EBOOK • $21.99

Understanding Contemporary American Literature 
Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

Understanding  
Margaret Atwood

DONNA M. BICKFORD

A compelling analysis of the major themes  
in Atwood's most recent novels

6 X 9 • 134 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-447-6 • $21.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-446-9 • $114.99
EBOOK • $21.99

Understanding Contemporary American Literature 
Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

New in 
2024

Understanding  
Barbara Kingsolver

IAN TAN

The most up-to-date and unified study of critically 
acclaimed and best-selling author Barbara Kingsolver

6 X 9 • 146 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-477-3 • $21.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-476-6 • $114.99
EBOOK • $21.99

Understanding Contemporary American Literature 
Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Michael-S-Harper
https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Margaret-Atwood
https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Barbara-Kingsolver
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UNDERSTANDING CONTEMPORARY 
AMERICAN LITERATURE

Understanding  
Philip Roth
MATTHEW A. SHIPE

A panoramic and accessible guide to one  
of the most celebrated—and controversial— 

authors of the twentieth century

6 X 9 • 152 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-310-3 • $21.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-309-7 • $114.99
EBOOK • $21.99

Understanding Contemporary American Literature 
Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

Understanding  
Jennifer Egan

ALEXANDER MORAN

An examination into the major influences  
and themes of authenticity in the works  

of the contemporary fiction writer

6 X 9 • 152 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-225-0 • $21.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-224-3 • $114.99
EBOOK • $21.99

Understanding Contemporary American Literature 
Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

Understanding  
Jonathan Franzen

TIMOTHY W. GALOW

The first comprehensive study to address  
Franzen's work to date

6 X 9 • 164 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-371-4 • $21.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-370-7 • $114.99
EBOOK • $21.99

Understanding Contemporary American Literature 
Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Philip-Roth
https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Jennifer-Egan
https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Jonathan-Franzen
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UNDERSTANDING CONTEMPORARY 
AMERICAN LITERATURE

Understanding  
David Foster Wallace

Revised and Expanded Edition
MARSHALL BOSWELL

An introduction to the rich array of themes  
and formal innovations in Wallace's novels

6 X 9 • 184 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-069-0 • $21.99
HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-068-3 • 114.99

EBOOK • $21.99
Understanding Contemporary American Literature 

Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

Understanding  
Colson Whitehead
Revised and Expanded Edition

DEREK C. MAUS

An inviting point of entrance into the truth-seeking,  
genre-defying novels of the award-winning author

6 X 9 • 172 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-174-1 • $21.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-173-4 • $114.99
EBOOK • $21.99

Understanding Contemporary American Literature 
Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

Understanding  
Alice Walker

THADIOUS M. DAVIS

A comprehensive study of the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
author's large, multifaceted canon

6 X 9 • 176 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-238-0 • $21.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-237-3 • $114.99
EBOOK • $21.99

Understanding Contemporary American Literature 
Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

https://uscpress.com/Understanding-David-Foster-Wallace-revised-and-expanded-edition
https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Colson-Whitehead-revised-and-expanded-edition
https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Alice-Walker
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Understanding  
Tracy Letts

THOMAS FAHY

A compelling analysis of the cultural commentary  
in the works of one of America's greatest  

twenty-first century playwrights

6 X 9 • 148 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-111-6 • $21.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-110-9 • $114.99
EBOOK • $21.99

Understanding Contemporary American Literature 
Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

Understanding  
Karen Tei Yamashita

JOLIE A. SHEFFER

An introduction to the writer's major works  
that explore the effects of globalization  

on under-resourced populations

6 X 9 • 156 PAGES
HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-031-7 • $24.99

EBOOK • $24.99
Understanding Contemporary American Literature 

Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

Understanding  
Stewart O'Nan

HEIKE PAUL

A comprehensive study of the writer's oeuvre  
and reinvention of American mythology

6 X 9 • 144 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-150-5 • $21.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-149-9 • $114.99
EBOOK • $21.99

Understanding Contemporary American Literature 
Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Tracy-Letts
https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Karen-Tei-Yamashita
https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Stewart-ONan
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UNDERSTANDING CONTEMPORARY 
AMERICAN LITERATURE

Understanding  
William T. Vollmann

IŞIL ÖZCAN

A fresh examination of the prolific writer's major  
fiction and nonfiction works 

6 X 9 • 142 PAGES
HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-029-4 • $29.99
Understanding Contemporary American Literature 

Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

Understanding  
Alice McDermott

MARGARET HALLISSY

A deeply critical analysis of the award-winning author's 
novels and trademark nonchronological narrative style

6 X 9 • 148 PAGES
HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-027-0 • $29.99

EBOOK • $29.99
Understanding Contemporary American Literature 

Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

Understanding  
William S. Burroughs

GERALD ALVA MILLER, JR.

A comprehensive examination of the postmodern  
writer's ground-breaking depictions of historically  

marginalized communities

6 X 9 • 156 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-081-2 • $21.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-034-8 • $114.99
EBOOK • $21.99

Understanding Contemporary American Literature 
Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

https://uscpress.com/Understanding-William-T-Vollmann
https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Alice-McDermott
https://uscpress.com/Understanding-William-S-Burroughs
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Understanding  
Randall Kenan

JAMES A. CRANK

The first book-length study of the life and writings  
of the critically acclaimed Southern writer

6 X 9 • 156 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-188-8 • $21.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-958-3 • $114.99
EBOOK • $21.99

Understanding Contemporary American Literature 
Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

Understanding  
Marsha Norman

LISA TYLER

An engaging study of the Pulitzer Prize-winning 
playwright's oeuvre focused on the lives  

of interesting and troubled women

6 X 9 • 154 PAGES
HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-002-7 • $29.99

EBOOK • $41.99
Understanding Contemporary American Literature 

Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

Understanding  
John Rechy
MARÍA DEGUZMÁN

An intricate analysis of the novelist, essayist,  
and playwright's representation of identity  

and experimentation with genre  

6 X 9 • 168 PAGES
HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-006-5 • $44.99

EBOOK • $44.99
Understanding Contemporary American Literature 

Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Randall-Kenan
https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Marsha-Norman
https://uscpress.com/Understanding-John-Rechy
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UNDERSTANDING CONTEMPORARY 
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Understanding  
Jim Grimsley

DAVID DEUTSCH

The first book-length study of an influential voice  
in contemporary queer American literature

6 X 9 • 152 PAGES
HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-929-3 • $44.99

EBOOK • $44.99
Understanding Contemporary American Literature 

Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

Understanding  
Marge Piercy
DONNA M. BICKFORD

An examination of form and theme in Piercy's acclaimed 
poetry, fiction, and nonfiction

6 X 9 • 142 PAGES
HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-952-1 • $44.99

EBOOK • $44.99
Understanding Contemporary American Literature 

Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

Understanding 
James Baldwin

MARC DUDLEY

An analysis of the ground-breaking author's vision  
and thematic concerns

6 X 9 • 160 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-076-8 • $21.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-964-4 • $114.99
EBOOK • $21.99

Understanding Contemporary American Literature 
Linda Wagner-Martin, series editor

https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Jim-Grimsley
https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Marge-Piercy
https://uscpress.com/Understanding-James-Baldwin
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UNDERSTANDING CONTEMPORARY 
BRITISH LITERATURE

Understanding  
Kate Atkinson

BRIAN DIEMERT

An insightful study of the evolution of the writer's novels 
from the playful, to the detective series, to those  

that examine legacy of British history

6 X 9 • 138 PAGES
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-153-6 • $21.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-152-9 • $114.99
EBOOK • $21.99

Understanding Contemporary British Literature 
Matthew J. Bruccoli, founding series editor

Understanding  
Jonathan Coe

MERRITT MOSELEY

An examination of the life, career, and oeuvre  
of the British novelist and biographer

6 X 9 • 152 PAGES
HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-650-6 • $29.99

EBOOK • $29.99
Understanding Contemporary British Literature 

Matthew J. Bruccoli, founding series editor

Understanding  
Agatha Christie

TISON PUGH

A fresh analysis of the seven paradoxes behind  
the detective novelist's success

6 X 9 • 156 PAGES • 1 B&W ILLUS.
PAPERBACK • 978-1-64336-441-4 • $21.99

HARDCOVER • 978-1-64336-440-7 • $114.99
EBOOK • $21.99

Understanding Contemporary British Literature 
Matthew J. Bruccoli, founding series editor

https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Jonathan-Coe
https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Kate-Atkinson
https://uscpress.com/Understanding-Agatha-Christie


SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
WHAT WE PUBLISH 

The University of South Carolina Press publishes original works of outstanding scholarship in 
print and digital formats in the fields of Southern history, African American studies, civil rights, 
rhetoric and communication, literary studies, and veterans and armed forces in society. USC 
Press also publishes a dynamic list of regional general interest nonfiction titles addressing 
South Carolina and the American South. These offerings appeal to a range of audiences, 
including scholars, students, and the public. All projects undergo rigorous external peer 
review and must be approved by the Press Committee before publication.

HOW TO SUBMIT YOUR PROPOSAL

To have a project considered by USC Press, please submit a book proposal as one or 
more Word documents to USCPressSubmissions@sc.edu. We do not accept paper 
submissions. For literary studies, address your proposal to Aurora Bell, associate editorial 
director.

Your proposal should include the following:
• A cover letter that briefly describes the work, including title, purpose, readership, 

projected word count, and projected date of completion.
• A proposal detailing the scope, purpose, readership, course adoption potential, 

comparable publications, and preliminary bibliography. Explain what makes this 
work an original or otherwise compelling contribution to your field, why you are the 
appropriate person to write it, and how you will promote the book. Also explain how 
the work fits into USC Press’s publishing list and whether it should be considered for 
one of our series. Please indicate whether any parts of the work have been previously 
published.

• A table of contents with brief descriptions of each part and/or chapter.
• A list of images and illustrations, if applicable. (Note that authors are required to 

secure permissions for all images and illustrations.)
• For partial or complete manuscripts, submit two representative chapters; do 

not submit the complete manuscript.
• A list of three scholars in your field competent to review your manuscript 

(do not include current or former colleagues or dissertation committee members). 
Include email addresses and affiliations and note if any have already read the work.

• Your current CV or résumé.

QUESTIONS?

Contact Aurora Bell, associate editorial director, at aurorab@mailbox.sc.edu,  
or 803-777-4859.

https://uscpress.com/submission-guidelines


If you would like to submit a book proposal 
in literary studies, please contact  

Aurora Bell, associate editorial director:  
aurorab@mailbox.sc.edu.


