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AMERICAN LITERATURE

The Understanding Contemporary American Literature series is  
edited by Linda Wagner-Martin

Find other titles and shop online at uscpress.com.



1ORDERS: 800-537-5487

LITERARY STUDIES

Jesting in Earnest
Percival Everett and Menippean Satire

DEREK C. MAUS

A critical analysis of Percival Everett’s oeuvre through the 
lens of Menippean satire

6 X 9 • 192 PAGES
HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-962-0 • $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

Understanding James Baldwin 
MARC DUDLEY

An analysis of the ground-breaking author’s vision and 
thematic concerns

Understanding Contemporary American Literature
6 X 9 • 160 PAGES

HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-964-4 • $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

Male Poets and the Agon of  
the Mother

Contexts in Confessional and  
Postconfessional Poetry

HANNAH BAKER SALTMARSH 
Foreword by JO GILL

A thoughtful exploration of male poets’ contributions to the 
literature of motherhood

6 X 9 • 244 PAGES
HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-968-2 • $49.99, YOUR PRICE $34.99
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LITERARY STUDIES

Understanding Randall Kenan
JAMES A. CRANK

The first book-length study of the life and writings of the 
critically acclaimed Southern writer

6 X 9 • 148 PAGES
HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-958-3 • $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

In Dogs We Trust
An Anthology of American Dog Literature

Edited by JACOB F. RIVERS III  
and JEFFREY MAKALA

A grand anthology that celebrates the many sterling virtues 
of the canine species 

6 X 9 • 312 PAGES
HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-966-8 • $27.99, YOUR PRICE $19.59

Resurrecting Leather-Stocking
Pathfinding in Jacksonian America

BILL CHRISTOPHERSEN

An examination of the renowned author’s complex 
portrayal of frontier America

6 X 9 • 312 PAGES
HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-960-6 • $49.99, YOUR PRICE $34.99



3ORDERS: 800-537-5487

LITERARY STUDIES

Understanding Marge Piercy
DONNA M. BICKFORD 

An examination of form and theme in Piercy’s acclaimed 
poetry, fiction, and nonfiction

Understanding Contemporary American Literature
6 X 9 • 142 PAGES

HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-952-1 • $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

Understanding Alice Adams
BRYANT MANGUM

An illuminating study of an award-winning writer who 
captured the complex challenges twentieth-century women 

faced in their struggle for independence

Understanding Contemporary American Literature
6 X 9, 144 PAGES

HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-933-0 • $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

Understanding  
Francisco Goldman

ARIANA E. VIGIL 

The first book-length study of a writer whose work has been 
shaped by his unique heritage

Understanding Contemporary American Literature
6 X 9 • 152 PAGES

HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-920-0 • $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99
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LITERARY STUDIES

Understanding Jim Grimsley
DAVID DEUTSCH

The first book-length study of an influential voice in 
contemporary queer American literature

Understanding Contemporary American Literature
6 X 9 • 152 PAGES

HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-929-3 • $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

Varieties of Aesthetic 
Experience

Literary Modernism and the Dissociation 
of Belief 

CRAIG BRADSHAW WOELFEL

An exploration of belief as an experience, both secular and 
religious, through the study of major literary works

6 X 9 • 240 PAGES 
HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-905-7 • $59.99, YOUR PRICE $41.99

Understanding Lee Smith
DANIELLE JOHNSON

A comprehensive treatment of the life and work of this 
award-winning feminist Appalachian writer

Understanding Contemporary American Literature
6 X 9 • 136 PAGES

HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-880-7 • $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99
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LITERARY STUDIES

Southern Writers Bear Witness
Interviews

JAN NORDBY GRETLUND 
Foreword by DANIEL CROSS TURNER

Fourteen Southern storytellers reveal their influences, 
methods and daily routines, and struggles with the  

writing process

6 X 9 • 244 PAGES • 14 B&W ILLUS.
HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-876-0 • $49.99, YOUR PRICE $34.99

Denise Levertov in Company
Essays by Her Students, Colleagues, and  

Fellow Writers
Edited by DONNA KROLIK HOLLENBERG

A reflection on this poet’s legacy through essays by 
contemporary poets and literary critics

6 X 9 • 226 PAGES
HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-872-2 • $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

Understanding John Updike
FREDERIC SVOBODA

A close look at the extraordinary literary achievements of a 
popular and prolific American author

Understanding Contemporary American Literature
6 X 9 • 124 PAGES

HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-862-3 • $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99
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LITERARY STUDIES

Summoning the Dead
Essays on Ron Rash 

Edited by RANDALL WILHELM  
and ZACKARY VERNON 

Foreword by ROBERT MORGAN

The first book-length examination of the award-winning 
author of poetry and fiction firmly rooted in Appalachia

6 X 9 • 243 PAGES
HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-838-8 • $49.99, YOUR PRICE $34.99

Understanding  
Maxine Hong Kingston

JULIA H LEE 

The first book-length work to examine the entirety of 
Kingston’s unique literary career

Understanding Contemporary American Literature
6 X 9 • 136 PAGES

HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-853-1 • $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

The Damned Don’t Cry— 
They Just Disappear

The Life and Works of Harry Hervey
HARLAN GREENE

A biography of an unconventional Southern writer who 
illuminated gay life in the South

6 X 9 • 184 PAGES • 12 B&W ILLUS. 
HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-811-1 • $29.99, YOUR PRICE $20.99



7ORDERS: 800-537-5487

LITERARY STUDIES

Understanding  
John Edgar Wideman 

D. QUENTIN MILLER

A complete overview of an innovative and analytical author 
who rose from poverty

Understanding Contemporary American Literature
6 X 9 • 143 PAGES

HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-824-1 • $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

Understanding 
Marilynne Robinson

ALEXANDER JOHN ENGEBRETSON

A comprehensive study of the award-winning Midwestern 
author of fiction and nonfiction

Understanding Contemporary American Literature
6 X 9 • 154 PAGES

HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-802-9 • $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

Understanding Norman Mailer 
MAGGIE MCKINLEY

The first book of literary criticism to examine this Pulitzer 
Prize winner’s entire body of work 

Understanding Contemporary American Literature
6 X 9 • 137 PAGES

HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-805-0 • $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99
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LITERARY STUDIES

Understanding Chang-Rae Lee
AMANDA M. PAGE 

The first study that traces the career of an author who 
pushes against formal and thematic boundaries

Understanding Contemporary American Literature
6 X 9 • 135 PAGES

HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-782-4 • $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

Understanding Larry McMurtry 
STEVEN FRYE 

An inviting, detailed analysis of the work and characters 
created by this Pulitzer Prize winning writer

Understanding Contemporary American Literature
6 X 9 • 133 PAGES

HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-762-6 • $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

Understanding Gary Shteyngart 
GEOFF HAMILTON

A survey of the Russian-born American author’s work and 
themes questioning identity, politics, and multiculturalism

Understanding Contemporary American Literature
6 X 9 • 142 PAGES

HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-764-0 • $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99
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LITERARY STUDIES

Maternal Metaphors of Power 
in African American  
Women’s Literature

From Phillis Wheatley to Toni Morrison
GENEVA COBB MOORE 

Foreword by ANDREW BILLINGSLEY 

An in-depth examination of the female black experience 
portrayed in literature throughout American history

6 X 9 • 361 PAGES 
HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-748-0 • $59.99, YOUR PRICE $41.99

Understanding John Guare
WILLIAM DEMASTES

A comprehensive study of an award-winning playwright 
known for unconventional blending of genres

Understanding Contemporary American Literature
6 X 9 • 122 PAGES 

HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-738-1 • $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

Understanding Andre Dubus
OLIVIA EDENFIELD 

An overview of a canon influenced by military service, faith, 
and a life-changing accident

Understanding Contemporary American Literature
6 X 9 • 117 PAGES

HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-740-4 • $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99
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LITERARY STUDIES

Understanding Paul Auster 
JAMES PEACOCK 

A survey of the work of an author best known for mixing 
absurdism and crime fiction

Understanding Contemporary American Literature
5 X 8 • 230 PAGES

PAPERBACK • 978-1-61117-052-8 • $21.99, YOUR PRICE $15.39

Understanding Sharon Olds
RUSSELL BRICKEY

A thorough examination of the author’s deeply personal 
and often-controversial poetry

Understanding Contemporary American Literature
6 X 9 • 139 PAGES

HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-711-4 • $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

Understanding Walter Mosley
JENNIFER LARSON 

A study of an award-winning author’s extensive corpus 
written across a broad range of genres

Understanding Contemporary American Literature
6 X 9 • 109 PAGES

HARDCOVER • 978-1-61117-701-5 • $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99



1 1ORDERS: 800-537-5487

BEST OF THE BACKLIST

LITERARY STUDIES

Understanding Susan Sontag
CARL ROLLYSON

6 X 9, 144 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-680-3, $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

Understanding Chuck Palahniuk
DOUGLAS KEESEY

6 X 9, 138 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-697-1, $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

Understanding Adrienne Rich
JEANNETTE E. RILEY

6 X 9, 114 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-699-5, $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

Understanding Jonathan Coe
MERRITT MOSELEY

6 X 9, 152 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-650-6, $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

Understanding Edward P. Jones
JAMES W. COLEMAN

6 X 9, 136 PAGES 
HC, 978-1-61117-644-5, $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

Understanding William Gibson
GERALD ALVA MILLER JR.

6 X 9, 168 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-633-9, $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

Understanding Louise Erdrich
SEEMA KURUP

6 X 9, 122 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-623-0, $39.95, YOUR PRICE $27.97

Understanding Gish Jen
JENNIFER ANN HO

6 X 9, 133 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-588-2, $39.95, YOUR PRICE $27.97

Towers of Myth & Stone
Yeats’s Influence on Robinson Jeffers
DEBORAH FLEMING

6 X 9, 142 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-547-9, $39.95, YOUR PRICE $27.97

Critical Approaches to Joseph Conrad
Edited by AGATA SZCZESZAK-BREWER 

6 X 9, 254 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-529-5, $39.95, YOUR PRICE $27.97

Understanding Jonathan Lethem
MATTHEW LUTER

6 X 9, 126 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-512-7, $39.95, YOUR PRICE $27.97

Spoofing the Modern
Satire in the Harlem Renaissance
DARRYL DICKSON-CARR

6 X 9, 162 PAGES, 2 B&W ILLUS.
HC, 978-1-61117-492-2, $39.95, YOUR PRICE $27.97

Understanding Pat Conroy
CATHERINE SELTZER

6 X 9, 137 PAGES
PB, 978-1-61117-546-2, $21.95, YOUR PRICE $15.37

Mamas of Dada
Women of the European Avant-Garde
PAULA K. KAMENISH

6 X 9, 198 PAGES, 13 B&W ILLUS.
HC, 978-1-61117-468-7, $44.95, YOUR PRICE $31.47

Understanding Dave Eggers
TIMOTHY W. GALOW

6 X 9, 139 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-427-4, $39.95, YOUR PRICE $27.97

Understanding Don Delillo
HENRY VEGGIAN

6 X 9, 147 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-444-1, $39.95, YOUR PRICE $27.97

Extravagant Postcolonialism
Modernism and Modernity in Anglophone Fiction, 
1958–1988
BRIAN T. MAY

6 X 9, 246 PAGES, 3 COLOR ILLUS.
HC, 978-1-61117-379-6, $49.95, YOUR PRICE $34.97

Understanding Colson Whitehead
DEREK C. MAUS  

6 X 9, 131 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-408-3, $39.95, YOUR PRICE $27.97
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A Study of Scarletts
Scarlett O’Hara and Her Literary Daughters
MARGARET D. BAUER

6 X 9, 159 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-373-4, $29.95, YOUR PRICE $20.97

Understanding Richard Russo
KATHLEEN DROWNE  

6 X 9, 142 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-402-1, $39.95, YOUR PRICE $27.97

Understanding Ron Rash
JOHN LANG

6 X 9, 147 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-411-3, $39.95, YOUR PRICE $27.97

Understanding Truman Capote
THOMAS FAHY

6 X 9, 186 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-341-3, $39.95, YOUR PRICE $27.97

Toni Morrison’s Fiction
Revised and Expanded Edition
JAN FURMAN

6 X 9, 200 PAGES
PB, 978-1-61117-366-6, $24.95, YOUR PRICE $17.97

Understanding Michael Chabon
JOSEPH DEWEY

6 X 9, 142 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-339-0, $39.95, YOUR PRICE $27.97

Joseph Conrad and the Anxiety  
of Knowledge
WILLIAM FREEDMAN

6 X 9, 176 PAGES, 1 B&W ILLUS.
HC, 978-1-61117-306-2, $49.95, YOUR PRICE $34.97

Understanding David Henry Hwang
WILLIAM C. BOLES

6 X 9, 144 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-287-4, $39.95, YOUR PRICE $27.97

Understanding Edmund White
NICHOLAS F. RADEL

6 X 9, 152 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-136-5, $39.95, YOUR PRICE $27.97

Understanding Suzan-Lori Parks
JENNIFER LARSON  

6 X 9, 163 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-107-5, $39.95, YOUR PRICE $27.97

Understanding Sam Shepard
JAMES A. CRANK

6 X 9, 133 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-106-8, $39.95, YOUR PRICE $27.97

Understanding Etheridge Knight
MICHAEL COLLINS

6 X 9, 160 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-066-5, $39.95, YOUR PRICE $27.97

Vonnegut and Hemingway
Writers at War
LAWRENCE BROER

6 X 9, 256 PAGES
HC, 978-1-61117-035-1, $39.95, YOUR PRICE $27.97

FORTHCOMING FALL 2019

Understanding Marsha Norman
LISA TYLER

6 X 9, 160 PAGES
HC, 978-1-64336-002-7, $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

Understanding Bharati Mukherjee
RUTH MAXEY

6 X 9, 160 PAGES
HC, 978-1-64336-000-3, $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

Understanding John Rechy
MARÍA DEGUZMÁN

6 X 9, 160 PAGES
HC, 978-1-64336-006-5, $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99

The Radiance of Small Things in 
Ron Rash’s Writing
FRÉDÉRIQUE SPILL

6 X 9, 304 PAGES
HC, 978-1-64336-019-5, $49.99, YOUR PRICE $34.99

Understanding William T. Vollmann
IŞIL ÖZCAN

6 X 9, 160 PAGES
HC, 978-1-64336-029-4, $39.99, YOUR PRICE $27.99
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PAYMENT METHOD

¦ MasterCard  ¦ VISA  ¦ Discover  ¦ American Express

Card Number:  __________________________________________________________
Exp. date / Signature: _____________________________________________________

¦ Check (Checks should be made payable to HFS and be drawn on a U.S. bank in U.S. dollars.)

SHIP TO:
Name:  _________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________________
City / State / Zip: ________________________________________________________
Daytime phone number:  __________________________________________________

MAIL THIS FORM WITH PAYMENT TO: University of South Carolina Press
c/o Hopkins Fulfillment Service • PO Box 50370 • Baltimore, MD 21211-4370
Order online by going to www.hfsbooks.com and use discount code JALA19 at 
checkout. Most of the books in this catalog are available as ebooks from many 
online retailers.

INSTRUCTOR EXAMINATION COPIES: Please visit www.uscpress.com for details 
on how to request a copy.

AMERICAN LITERATURE Order Form ORDER BY  
JUNE 20, 2019  

TO GET 30% OFF  
WITH DISCOUNT  

CODE JALA19

SUBTOTAL

Sales tax*

Shipping

TOTAL

PHONE ORDERS:
Toll-Free: 800-537-5487
Tel: 410-516-6965
Monday – Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time
FAX: 410-516-6998
E-MAIL: hfscustserv@press.jhu.edu

803-777-5245 • uscpress@sc.edu • www.uscpress.com

SHIPPING: United States: $5.00 for the first item, $2.00 for 
each additional item. International: $10.00 for the first item, 
$8.00 for each additional item.

*SALES TAX: Residents of SC (8%) and PA (6%) please add 
applicable sales taxes. Canadian residents add G.S.T. to total 
amount of books, plus postage.

Use discount code JALA19 to receive your 30% discount

QTY ISBN TITLE/AUTHOR PRICE



If you would like to submit a book proposal 
in American Literature  

please contact Richard Brown, director: 
brownri@mailbox.sc.edu.
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